The USDA is changing the stocking requirements for SNAP authorized retailers effective November 4, 2026. Many outlets will not be affected by this change, but some will. We recommend reviewing this document to see if your outlet will be affected, and if so,  ensure you stay in compliance when the change goes into effect.

There are 2 ways to qualify as a SNAP retailer:
1. Criteria A: Staple Food Inventory (Meeting stocking requirements) - Changes coming Nov 4
2. Criteria B: Staple Food Sales (Where 50% or more of total retail sales are staple food items) - No changes made


Many farmers, farmers markets, farm stands and mobile markets qualify under Criteria B. 
If 50% or more of your total retail sales (including non-food items, hot food, and SNAP-eligible food) are Staple Food Items (see list below) you qualify under Criteria B and do not have to worry about the new stocking requirements. 
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If less than 50% of your sales are staple food items, or if you’re unsure, you may need to take action to be in compliance with the new guidelines.

Unsure how you qualify?

· Check how you qualify (Criteria A or Criteria B) on your application (most recent if you have reauthorized)
· Question 22c on your most recent SNAP Retailer application breaks down your percentage of staple foods
· If your Staple Food section is 50% or higher, your outlet qualified with Criteria B and you do not need to make any changes
· If your Staple Food section is less than 50%, your outlet qualified with Criteria A and may need to make changes to meet the new stocking requirements or meet Criteria B
· If you do not have a copy of your most recent SNAP application, you can call the USDA SNAP Retailer Hotline: 877-823-4369

I qualified by Criteria A, what do I need to do?
· Determine if you meet the new stocking standards, and if you don’t, have a plan on how you will meet the stocking standards, or how you will qualify under criteria B.
· New Stocking Standards
· Retailers must stock on a continuous basis at least 7 varieties in each staple food category (dairy, grains, proteins, and vegetables or fruits)
· Ex:flavored milk, white milk, shredded cheese, whole block cheese, soy milk, yogurt and vegan cheese variety would count as 7 varieties 
· Retailers are also required to offer one perishable variety in at least three of the four staple food categories
· A perishable variety is a staple food item that would spoil or suffer significant deterioration in quality within two to three weeks if left at room temperature
· Perishable foods can be fresh, unrefrigerated, refrigerated, or frozen
· A shelf stable food item that does not require refrigeration until after it is opened is NOT a perishable food 
· Each variety must have a minimum of three stocking units for a minimum of 84 stocking units over the four staple food categories
· A stocking unit is the format a product is usually sold in
· Ex: a bag, box, bunch, can or package. A bag of apples is one stocking unit or a single apple sold individually can be one stocking unit
· Some previous staple foods have been reclassified as accessory foods
· Snack bars, jerky, shake powders and mixes, cheese dips, and butter no longer qualify as staple foods for SNAP retailer authorization but can still be sold to SNAP customers
· For more information, including variety types for each staple food category, please visit: https://www.fna.usda.gov/snap/retailer/stocking-standards-rule 

Already meet these standards? Great, no changes are needed!
Don’t meet these standards? You will either need to meet the new standard, or qualify by Criteria B (50% or more total retail sales 50% or more staple foods)

· Ways to meet new standard
· FNA has created sample pathways of how to reach the new stocking requirements for staple foods
· It also indicates which items are considered perishable
· For more information on the pathways, click here: https://www.fna.usda.gov/snap/retailer/stocking-standards-rule/pathways 
· Ideas for qualifying under Criteria B
· Increase your staple food sales to 50%, this does not have to be in every category, you can increase only your fresh fruit and vegetable sales and as long as you meet the 50% criteria, you will qualify. 
· Ensure you are estimating your staple foods correctly by looking over the examples of staple food items: https://www.fna.usda.gov/snap/retailer/staple-foods 
· Plants and seeds that produce food to eat are considered a fruit/vegetable
· Consider decreasing the non-staple food items you sell to increase the percentage of staple food items.
· The new SNAP Stocking Standards goes into effect November 4th, 2026 but it will not be checked until you do your SNAP Reauthorization OR until your next site visit from the USDA
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